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Commence Email Dropbox 
Commence RM makes it easy to store contact-related emails. Even if your company is not using 

Microsoft Outlook you still have the ability to capture and connect email exchanges to a contact by 

using an email dropbox. Messages you choose to send to the dropbox are automatically linked to the 

contact if a matching contact email address is found in the Commence database. 

All the Commence users will send email to be logged to the same dropbox address. Before you can 

configure the dropbox settings, ask your email administrator to create a dedicated mailbox for this 

purpose. For example, if you work for Acme Company and your email address is yourname@acme.com, 

your Email dropbox should be setup as crm@acme.com. This must be a POP3 email account. 

 
The email account must also be configured to delete messages in the inbox once they’ve been accessed 

via Commence to avoid duplication when logging email. Finally, to complete the setup procedure you 

will also need to know the username (email address) and password for this account. 

 
 

Configuring the Dropbox (for Administrators) 
Dropbox settings should only be entered by a Commence administrator. Once the dropbox is set up it 

is ready for use by any user at your company. 

Note: If no one has Administrator rights at your company, please contact Commence to help you with 

the dropbox configuration. 

 

Edit the database DATA.INI file and add the setting 

[OtherOptions] 

DropBoxEmailLog = 1  

 

On restarting Commence, the Email dropbox app will be started and show as an icon in the Windows 

taskbar. 

 

 
 

Right click on the icon to show the menu items  

 
 

 

mailto:yourname@acme.com
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Use the Configure menu command to connect to your Email server, either a POP3 Email server or Microsoft Office 
365. See more configuration details in the sections below. 
 

Configure to Send via POP Email Server 
 
Select “POP” from the dropdown list and click the “Next >” button. 

 
 

The POP Account Settings Page 

 
Enter your Email server settings in the screen below: 
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Enter the following information and click Save: 

• Login Information 

o User Name: Enter the email address for the dropbox account. This allows 

Commence to check your dropbox (inbox) at regular intervals and capture any 

email messages that have been sent by Commence users. 

o Password: Enter the email password for the dropbox account. Be sure to keep this 

updated if your email administrator requires passwords to be changed regularly. 

• Server Information 

o Server: This is the URL used by your mail server to receive email. Using the 

fictional Acme Company, this would be “mail.acme.com”. 

o Port: This is typically “110” for POP3. Check with your email provider if you are not 

sure of the correct settings. 

o SSL: Check this box only if your mail server requires encryption. 

 

Your company dropbox setup is complete. 
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Configure to Send via Microsoft Office 365 Email Server 
 
The Microsoft 365  / Office 365 service requires additional configuration to allow login and access to the POP email 
server. 
 

Create Microsoft Azure Application Registration 
 

1 Open the Azure portal home page https://portal.azure.com/#home 
 

2 Login using the Microsoft 365 email address to use with the Dropbox feature 
 

3 Click Manage Azure Active Directory – View button 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the left panel select the “App registrations” option. In the right 

panel, click on the “+ New registration” button. 

 

https://portal.azure.com/#home
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Add Application Details 
 

In the next screen enter an application Name, for example 

“Commence Email Dropbox”. For Supported Account Types select the 

highlighted option (see screenshot below). 

 

For the Redirect URI, select “Web” and then use 

“http://localhost:3017/”. Make sure to enter “http://localhost:3017/” 

exactly as shown. Don’t use “https://”.  Use “http://”.  Also, the 

trailing “/” in the Redirect URI is important, so be sure to include it. 
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Click the “Register” button and the screen will refresh showing the 

Application detail screen.  Copy the “Application (client) ID” and 

“Directory (tenant) ID” which you will need in the configuration steps 

below. Then, select the “Certificates & secrets” menu item in the left 

side menu.  
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The screen will refresh opening the Certificates & secrets details.  

 

 

Click on the “+ New client secret” button.  
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Give the Client Secret a Description and Expiration, then Click the 

“Add” button to save your settings.  

 

 

Copy the client secret value by clicking the icon that is to the right of 

the partially shown secret. Save the secret along with your tenant ID 

and client ID.  You may not be able to get the secret later. 

 

Click the “Overview” item in the left menu. 
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The Microsoft Azure App Registration is complete. There are 3 

pieces of information needed to obtain an access token for Outlook 

365 email authentication / login: 

 

1) Your Directory (tenant) ID 

 

2) Your Application (client) ID 

 

3) Your Application client secret value 

 

Configure the Office365 Account Settings 
 
Select “Office365” from the dropdown list and click the “Next >” button. 
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The Office365 Account Settings Page 

 
Enter your Email server settings in the screen below: 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Enter the following information and click Save: 

• Login Information 

o User Name: Enter the email address for the dropbox account. This allows 

Commence to check your dropbox (inbox) at regular intervals and capture any 

email messages that have been sent by Commence users. 

 

• Server Information 

o Server: outlook.office365.com  
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o Port: 995 

o select “This server requires an encrypted connection (SSL/TLS)” 

o enter the Client lD copied in the previous section of this document 

o enter the Tenant lD copied in the previous section of this document  

o enter the Client Secret Value copied in the previous section of this document  

 

Click the Finish button and Microsoft Office 365 will now complete the Authorization / OAuth process 
by opening a web browser screen to login to Office 365. Enter the email address again, click Next. 
Enter the password for that Office 365 account. Note: if your account uses “multifactor 
authentication (MFA)” you may need to acquire and enter an additional code to login. 

 

Once the login is complete a redirect will occur and show the web browser page stating the OAuth2 
access has been granted. 
 

 

 

Your company dropbox setup is complete. 
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Sending New Email & Logging to the Dropbox (for Users) 
As you send new email you can simultaneously log the email to the dropbox. Simply compose a new 

email message to one of your contacts and BCC your company’s dropbox. 

From: – This is your email address. 

To: – This is the email address of the recipient. This can be any contact email address in 

Commence. 

BCC: – This is your company’s dropbox email address (for example: crm@acme.com). 

Body: - This is the content of the email message that will be logged to Commence 
 
 

Logging Historical Email to the Dropbox (for Users) 
You can log any existing email message to the dropbox. There are two ways to do this. Choose 

whichever method is simplest for you. 

OPTION 1 – FORWARD AS ATTACHMENT: 

Select the message in your Inbox, Sent folder, or any other folder and forward the message as an 

attachment. Put your company dropbox address in the To: field. 

From: – This is your email address.  

To: – This is your company’s dropbox email address (for example: crm@acme.com). 

Body: - The message body can be blank. The contents of the attachment (the original email 

message including any original attachments) will be logged to Commence. 

Note: Your message must be addressed directly to the dropbox to successfully log the forwarded email 

message. 

http://www.tcpdf.org/
mailto:crm@acme.com
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OPTION 2 – FORWARD AS INLINE TEXT: 

If your email program does not allow you to easily forward messages as an attachment, you can send 

your message to the dropbox as inline text. 

From: – This is your email address.  

To: – This is your company’s dropbox email address (for example: crm@acme.com). 

Body: - The message body will show the contents of the original email message. Everything 

after the *** will be logged to Commence. 

In the body of the forwarded email message, instead of being blank this will show the original message 

content including the original Message Date, From, To, and CC. Retype this header information at the 

top of your forwarded message using the following syntax. The From:, To: and CC: must clearly show the 

email addresses that correspond to contact email addresses in Commence. The information must be 

followed by three asterisk symbols. Everything after the asterisks will be the original message content 

logged to Commence. 

For example, type the following information in the body of the email message: 

From: websupport@commence.com 

Sent: 08/28/2012 6:00pm 

To: websupport@commence.com 

Cc: p.roche@commence.com 

*** 

>> Original Message Body starts here…. 

 

 

Viewing Logged Dropbox Email in Commence 
To view the message you sent to the dropbox, open the associated account or contact record. If a 

matching email address was found (in the From:, To:, or CC: fields of the logged email) then the message 

will be attached to that account record or contact record. 

Note: It may take a few minutes for your logged dropbox email message to appear in Commence. 
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Commence Logged Email from the Dropbox 
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